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DEPT  FOR  NEA/MAG 

E.O.  12958:  DECL : 11/7/2017 

TAGS:  PREL  PGOV  ECON  EINV  ETRD  LY  IT 

SUBJECT:  SLOW  PROGRESS  ON  ITALY-LIBYA  COLONIAL  COMPENSATION  TREATY  A 

SIGN  OF  GOL'S  "CORSAIR  MENTALITY"  REF:  A)  TRIPOLI  912;  B)  Tripoli  641  CLASSIFIED  BY:  Chris  Stevens,  DCM,  Embassy  Tripoli,  State.  REASON:  1.4  (fc 

1. (C)  Summary:  Recent  media  reports  suggest  that  Rome  may  be  close  to  finalizing  an  agreement  to  compensate  Libya  for  damages  incurred  during  I 

2. (C)  Open-source  media  reported  October  29  remarks  by  Italian  Foreign  Minister  Massimo  D'Alema  to  the  effect  that  Italy  and  Libya  may  be  close 

3. (C)  In  a conversation  with  P/E  Chief  November  4,  Italy's  Ambassador  to  Tripoli,  Francesco  Trupiano,  dismissed  the  idea  of  a linkage  between  E 

4. (C)  Trupiano  said  that  some  in  the  Italian  government  hope  that  Eni ' s deal  will  lend  impetus  to  efforts  to  conclude  a colonial  compensation  t 

5. (C)  Noting  that  the  GOL  and  even  the  affected  Italian  companies  were  willing  to  demonstrate  "considerable  flexibility"  on  the  issue  of  unpaid 

6. (C)  Comment:  Trupiano 's  frustration  with  the  GOL's  unwillingness  to  adopt  policies  that  would  invite  the  greater  commercial  interest  and  fore 


